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The war can be divided into three stages. In the first
stage, which lasted from August 1914 to January 1915,
the Central European Powers (Germany and Austria-
Hungary) advanced against the Allies (Great Britain,
France, Russia, and Serbia), occupied Belgium, part of
northern and eastern France, the western territory of
Russia, and much of Serbia. The blow was heavy, but
it did not bring the Allies to their knees. At the end of
this stage the Central European Powers had won an im-
portant tactical success, but they had failed to win the
war with one smashing blow. Their triumph had been
on land, and by the spring of 1915 the command of the
seas of the world lay in the hands of the British Fleet, not-
withstanding some successful guerrilla operations against
sea-borne trade carried out during the opening months of
the war by German cruisers operating in the distant
oceans. During this stage the Central European Powers
secured the adhesion of Turkey and Bulgaria to their
cause, whilst Japan joined the Allies.
The second stage of the war lasted for three years, from
1915 to 1918. It was a period during which the Allies
held their enemies in check whilst the resources of the
wofld were being mobilized and prepared for a crushing
counter-attack. During these three years the enemy
(using that word in its meaning to the Allies) mobilized
the whole of their national resources in an endeavour to
burst out of the iron ring which the Allies were slowly
forging round the besieged fortress of Central Europe.
One of the most desperate of these assaults was the pro-
longed battle for Verdun. At sea the enemy challenged